Unison LGBT Conference Report
November 2010
Overview

The conference was held at the Bristol City Marriott hotel and this was a nice central venue we have used before.  Unfortunately Unison Secretary Dave Prentice was not able to come along to speak and neither was the President of Unison, which was seen by some as a lack of respect to equalities issues, but they are pretty busy with the National situation at present.

Some good speakers including Fiona McTaggart MP from Labour.

Discussion about moving the Conference more equally around the country as this was the second time in Bristol.

Campaigning

· Present govt. has no real intentions to comply with Equalities Act - they have even got rid of the Socio Economic strand

· Thanks were given to all involved in preventing Nick Griffin becoming an MP for Barking & Dagenham

· Legal Case of Registrar not wanting to perform Civil Partnership ceremonies was a victory as it was deemed a fundamental part of the job.

· LGBT Asylum seekers only have discretionary rights to seek asylum in UK - they have been told to “pretend to be straight” - we need to campaign for full rights as they often face death for practising or being LGBT

Motions of interest

· 20) - Carried - Need to set up more public meetings as launch pad for TUC National Action Day 23rd March

· 58) - Carried - Phil O’Shea - We need to press NEC to campaign and fight cuts - get Executive to be more visible - needs to be communicated on Demo too.

· Tories are going after the Old, Young and Out of Work

· Cuts ARE hitting front line of NHS and will affect levels of care.

· 26) - Carried - Alex DeWinter - HIV - need to catch disease early on - expensive to support - may well be hit by cuts - need to show evidence of LGBT users, but data recording is low.

· One out of 5 lesbians “Don’t need smear” because they are Lesbians - we shouldn’t be easy targets for health cuts

· Misdiagnosis of schizophrenia for LGBT people - not enough training and resources given to this area.

· 31) - Faith Schools receive exemption from Sexual Orientation laws - more are going this way, e.g. Academies

· Both employees and students may well not get protection from harassment or abuse

· We need to stop interference of religious institutions in our lives - separate Church and State politicians (e.g. the Lords) - do Bishops voting represent their flocks, or the Church?

Most other motions were passed as per National and Branch recommendations apart from 9.2, 14, NDC3 and 4 which were remitted.  Motions SO1 fell with a 2/3 majority as did 15/15.1 about re-arranging the format of the conference days.


Guest Speaker - Fiona McTaggart MP – Shadow Minister for Equalities

· Fiona talked about a Conservative councillor who said it was “wrong to have Sir Ian McKellan and Stonewall in a school in Bristol”  This is what we’re fighting against and the Conservatives haven’t changed their spots.  Initiatives like this may just reduce Homophobia and bullying in schools.

· Teachers are more concerned with their jobs and not pupils in terms of supporting LGBT issues in the classroom.

· We need to keep on having Dumbledoor here!

Workshop – “Demand Change”

· Fiona McTaggart again (NOT as a Labour Party rep. in this case) vs President of GMB sex workers union & male prostitute Very lively debate about supporting sex workers.

· Fiona saw prostitution as being likened to trafficking – an abuse of power and vulnerability, e.g. 75% of females started at age 15.

· Usually a product of exploitation – workers 40% more likely to be murdered as a consequence of their job

· We should stop prosecuting people sharing premises for brothels

· Fiona’s view was that the Swedish approach was better – prosecute the users rather than the workers, because of the exploitation relationship

· We should be trying to help people stay safe and provide a route OUT of sex working – Ipswich: 4 people murdered

· Unison should back rights for the workers involved – 63% have been raped at some point and 71% have experienced abuse (stats. not corroborated)

· GMB rep had an alternative viewpoint to Fiona – he started in Paris though economic factors (he needed the money!) and was thrown out by his family as a result.

· He felt Labour were attacking his livelihood – “all work is exploitation”

· If sex users were criminalised he felt sex workers wouldn’t be able to negotiate with them and no power to protect them.

· Sex workers still pay taxes!

· No violence in receiving money

· Social Services take away their children, causing much distress

· Attackers know sex workers are vulnerable, but they are also harassed and under fire from neighbourhood watches etc.

· Persistent soliciting three or four times can result in a fine or a prison term


Questions and responses:

· Drug addiction – you don’t make choices to become a drug addict

· Demand Change – Female case is often overstated

· What about Porn shops?

· What about Fetish shops?

· Disabled people often rely on the sex industry

· Tackle human sex trafficking, NOT sex workers

The conference closed on Sunday 21st November with the usual sing-song by all delegates to the tune of “there may be Trouble Ahead…”  Almost Certainly True!

Phil Smith

Notts. UNISON Branch LGBT Officer
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